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History of Graeco-Egyptian
Magick

b.

Egyptian magick (h#eka) and temple ritual
Shamanism |

Greek magic and philosophy

~ Pythagoras, Abaris, Empedocles, Apollonius of Tyana,
[Tamblichus, Proclus

Persian Magi and Mageia
Babylonian astrology and magic
Hermeticism and Hermes Trismegistus

Influences from Jewish mysticism, early Christian
mysticism, and Gnosticism




Legacy of Graeco-Egyptian
Magick

Arabic and Byzantine magic, alchemy, and phllosophy
- e.g., Picatrix

Renaissance recovery of Hermeticism and Platonic
philosophy and spiritual practices

~ e.g., Ficino, Pico
* Integration of Kabbalah
Solomonic magic
Renaissance magicians
- e.g., Agrippa, Trithemius

Rosicrucians, Hermetic Order of Golden Dawn Wicca, Neo-
Paganism, etc.

b.




Sources for Ancient Magick

| . Figure from bR omd on:MagisadRapaniwadid Ih(BL MW ddkemagie.com)



Sources for Ancient Magick

* Greek Magical Papyri (PGM) for Graeco- Egyptlan/
Hermetic magick

~ Many from the “Anastasi cache” recovered in 19" cent.
~ Apparently buried with a 5" cent. Egyptian magician

~ English translation: Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri in
Translation Including Demotic Spells (Chicago)

* Tamblichus’ De Mysteriis (4™ cent.) for theory of ritual
Invocation

* Archaeology:
~ Amulets, talismans, curse tablets, and other magical instruments
~ Engraved oracle tablets for divination
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Experimental Apprbach

* These procedures are old, but that doesn’t mean they
are effective

* They are a good place to start, but you need to.work
with them -

- To develop the skill
- To see how well they work

- To adapt them 1n some cases
* Thus we have to experiment!

- Understand, adapt, try, evaluate, revise, repeat

b.
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* Magick for healing, love, victory, protection, cursing,
etc. | |

Magickal Practices

- that 1s, goéteia [yontela]
* Divination
* Astrology
* Alchemy

* Necromancy

* Spiritual Magick (theurgy)
o

b.
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Typical Equipment'

* Altar

* Incense burner |

* Papyrus or parchment, ink (myrrh, gold, silver)
* Metal sheet & scribe

* Herbs and other materials

* White linen robe

b.
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* Fasting or sexual abstinence (1, 3, 7, or 9 days)
* Ritual bath

Preparation

* Purification of ritual area by circumambulation:

- Either lustral water (khernips)

= Or natron (solution of sodium carbonate and sodium
bicarbonate)

~ Or chalk (with protective charaktéres)

b.



Timing 1s Everythihg!

* Factors:
~ Planetary day

* Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn
~ Planetary hour )

* Sun is first hour of Sunday, etc.

* 12 hours between sunrise and sunset and vice versa
- Egyptian days

* Avoid for magic
~ Moon sign

Sign of Zodiac

b.



Egyptian Days

b.

Théth
Phadphi
Athyr
Choiak
Tybi
Mecheir
Phamendéth
Pharmouthi
Pachon
Pauni
Epiphi
Mesore

Epagomenae

* Add 1 for leap year. E.g. Mecheir 27 = Feb. 21 (Feb. 22 in leap year)

Modern Dates

Aug. 29* — Sept. 27"
Sept. 28* — Oct. 27*
Oct. 28" — Nov. 26*
Nov. 27* — Dec. 26*
Dec. 27* — Jan. 25*
Jan. 26" — Feb. 24*
Feb. 25 — Mar. 26
Mar. 27 — Apr. 25
Apr. 26 — May 25
May 26 — Jun. 24
Jun. 25— Jul. 24
Jul. 25 — Aug. 23
Aug. 24 — Aug. 28*

Avoid for Magic

1,4,12, 13, 22
2,4,10,19, 20
7,8,9, 17,18, 23

5, 6, 13, 15, 16, 24, 25
3,4,12, 24, 26
1,2,10, 14,19

7,8,9

5, 6, 14, 15, 20
3,4,12, 13, 21, 26, 28
1,2,10, 11, 15, 20
7,8,9, 14,18, 19, 22
10, 14, 20, 23, 24, 25
Very dangerous




Pronouncing Greek Letters

oA BB vl (YA eE Z nH 00
Roman A B G D E Z E TH
Pron. ah b g d eh Z ay th
Greek 1 KK AN MM vN = 0]@) Tl
Roman I K L M N X O P
Pron. ih K I m n X awe p
Greek pP o2 1T uY 010 XX Uk 2 wQ
Roman R S T u,Y PH CH PS O

Pron. r S t u f kh pPS oh




The Seven Greek Vowels

Aa

E ¢

Pronunciation
Ah
Eh
Ay
lh
Awe
Oo

Oh

Planet

D)

S5 P Q0 ® 0 «x

Planet
Moon
Mercury
Venus
Sun
Mars
Jupiter

Saturn



Example Pronunciation of Vowels

* Instructions for pronouncing the ‘nine-letter name”
AO IAO EOEY: |

A with an open mouth, undulating like a wave
~ O succinctly, like breathed threat

= TAO to earth, to air, and to heaven

- E like a baboon

O 1n the same way as above

E with enjoyment, aspirating it

~ Y like a shepherd, drawing out the pronunciation

From PGM'V.24-30, Oracle of Serapis (P. Lond. 46) IV CE




Opening Heptagram Ritual:
Instruction

Speaking to the rising sun, stretching out your right hand to the
left and your left hand likewise to the left, say “A.”

Turn to the north, putting forward only your right fist, say “E.”
Then to the west, extending both hands in front of you, say “E.”
To the south, holding both on your stomach, say, “I.”

To the earth, bending over, touching the ends of your toes, say
CCO.”

Looking into the air, having your hand on your heart, say “U.”

Looking into the sky, having both hands on your head, say “O”
* .

(These are the seven Greek vowels, AEHIOYQ, associated with planets, etc.)

PGM XI11.824-88 (P. Lud. Bat. J395 (W), Leiden) IV CE
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Heptagram Ritual:
Diagram & Invocation

sky

A 0600000 1111

east - 0000000 south

air YYYYYY

north EEOOOOOEEE west

earth

“I call on you, eternal and unbegotten, who are one, who alone
hold together the whole creation of all things, whom no one
understands, whom the gods worship, whose name not even the
gods can utter. Inspire from your exhalation the ruler of the
pole, him who 1s under you. Accomplish for me the NN thing.”

b.



Heptagram Ritual:
Vowel Invocations

“I call on you as by the voice of the male gods, Ky o .
IEO OYE OEI YE AO EI OY AOE OYE EOA YEI OEA OEO IEOU AO.

“I call on you, as by the voice of the female gods, 3 gy i % A
IAE EOO I0Y EEI OA EE IE AT YO EIAY EOO OYEE TAO OAI EOYE YOEI IOA.

“I call on you, as the winds call you.”

AAAAAAA
AAAAAAA

AAAAA

“ call on you as the west.” Standing facing the west, say “E I 000 YYYY OOOOO AAAAAA EEEEEEE.”

“I call on you as the north.” Standing looking toward the north say,
“O AA EEE EEEE IIIII OOOO0OO0 YYYYYYY.”

AAAAAA
AAAAA

AAAAAA

“I call on you as the cosmos, O YY OOO AAAA EEEEE EEEEEE IIIIIIIL.

“Accomplish for me NN thing, quickly.”




Heptagram Ritual:
Invocation by Great Name

“I call on your name, the greatest among gods.

If I say it complete, there will be an earthquake, the-sun will stop and the moon will be
afraid and the rocks and the mountains and the sea and the rivers and every liquid will
be petrified; the whole cosmos will be thrown into confusion.

[ call on you,
IYEYO OAEE TAO AEE Al EE AE I0YO EYE IEOU AEO EI OEI IAE IOOYE AYE
YEA 10 IOAI IOAI OE EE OY IO IAO, the great name.

Become for me lynx, eagle, snake, phoenix, life, power, necessity, images of god,
AIO I0Y IAO EIO AA OYIAAAAETY 10 OE IAO AT AOE OYEO AIEE IOYE
YEIA EIO EIl YY EE EE OAOE CHECHAMPSIMM CHANGALAS EEIOY IEEA
OOEOE (seven of the auspicious names) ZOIOIER OMYRYROMROMOS.”

Thus, extending the second AIO: “E 11 YY EE OAOE.”

(The ritual then moves into a different phase.)

h.
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Generic Closing Ritual

Depart, O Master/Mistress, to thy realm,
to thine own palace, to thy thron.e.
Restore the order of the world.

Be gracious and protect me, Lord/Lady.
I thank thee for thy presence here.

Depart 1n peace and joy. Farewell!
— Based PGM I1.180-3; IV.1061-5, 3120-4; V.41-50

h.
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Example Magick Operations




Phylactery
against demons, sickness, etc.

A phylactery, a bodyguard against demons, against phantasms,
against every sickness and suffering, to be written on a leaf of

gold or silver or tin or on hieratic papyrus. When worn 1t works
mightily for it 1s the name of power of the great god and his
seal, and 1t 1s as follows:

KUNPIS YOUPIS OED 10 CLET O® LMV L0EMPoPpEVE
novvoOilapikpiploe v eatprpKipaitbavvoueveppafmeat

These are the names; the figure 1s like this: let the Snake be
biting its tail, the names being written inside the circle made by
the snake, and the characters thus:

A Tulv & 2.2, 4

Note: does not agree with following figure!

b.



Phylactery (ﬁgure)'

The whole figure 1s drawn thus, as given below, with the

spell, “Protect my body, and the entire soul of me, NN.” And
when you have consecrated it, wear 1t.”

Proftect my] body and the[entire]
life of me, NN"(add the usual).

PGM VIIL.579-90. (P. Lond. 121) II/IV CE




Analysis: Divine Names

* QOuroboros: the sun-wise protective circle

* The Divine Names within the circle

Kmephis (kunoeic): Kem-atef (or Kneph), primordial snake
that fertilized the cosmic egg at beginning of time

Chphyris (ypupic): scarab god, emergent and regenerative
power of rising sun

Iaco (1oew) and Iao (1ow): variations of tetragrammaton
Master of the Seven Heavens

ae€ 00 (0en om): Moon, Mercury, Venus; Mars, Saturn
Aion (cuwv): Eternity, the immutable source



Analysis: Palindrome

* A common formula: woaem-Bappeve-povvoo- mapu(pl-
P1O-EVE-OLPLP-KIpa-AlBav-vouev-epQof-m-gat

- 10em: extended form of tetragrammaton
- PBagpeve: the ba (soul) of Phre (the Sun, Re)

~ uovvoB: god of protection, war, and vitality Montu or
Monthu (nomad), the scorching sun

* A palindromic protection spell that cannot be
“reversed”

Ascend to fulcrum v of €ue and descend back down

b.
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‘he figure also has around the ouroboros: wpnov nov

(p1 Bpwwwnvm(pat Bivoxvinoo oCOPaPorpe ... on .
0Tl OV ... LOTOOPL

Discrepancies

I'he charaktéres 1n the text and figure disagree

The dlscrepancy 1s the mystery

Strive for ritual synthesis and gnosis

Prioritize the text (leave out extra circumscription)
The 1mage provides structure and form

Trust your inspiration and experience

b.




Saucer Divination of Aphrodite

Having kept oneself pure for 7 days, take a white saucer, fill it with water and
olive oil, having previously written inside its base with myrrh ink:

nwoy yupa erapynp nA o eni1ov o (25 letters)
EIOCH CHIPHA ELAMPSER ZELAEEIOY O;
And beneath the base, on the outside:
ToymA x0ovin opacm (18 letters™)
TACHIEL CHTHONIE DRAXO.

Wax inside with white wax. On the outside of the rim at the top:

LEPUL PIAM C EPIKMUM OEPKM UUAMK YOVAT A@PINA EPDOTR
“IERMI PHILO 6 ERIKOMA DERKO MALOK GAULE APHRIEL I ask”
(say it 3 times).

* There are only 17 in the ms. Perhaps it should be 6pacav (DRAXON).

PGM 1V.3209-54 (Great Paris Papyrus) IV CE

b.



Analysis of Magic Names

* TACHIEL: Tachi-el, swift messenger

* CHTHONIE: underworld goddess

* DRAXO =? “I will grasp” (8péopiar)

* IERMI: form of Hermes? (for communication)

* PHILO =1 love; Love! Be friendly!

* ERIKOMA: from? ebkopa = lovely-haired (epithet of Aphrodite)

* DERKO = 8¢pkov = See clearly!

* MALOK =? Melek = King

* GAULE < fem. form of milk-pail, drinking bowl

* APHRIEL: Aphri-el, foam-angel (suggesting foam-born Aphrodite)

b.




Saucer Divination: Consultation l

Let 1t rest on the floor and looking intently at it, say:

“I call upon you, the mother and mistress of nymphs,
ILAOUCH OBRIE LOUCH TLOR; come 1n, holy light,
and give answer, showing your lovely shape.”

Then look intently at the bowl.
When you see her, welcome her and say:

“Hail, very glorious goddess, ILARA OUCH. And if you
give me a response, extend your hand.”

And when she extends it, expect answers to your inquiry.

b.



Saucer Divination: Reinforcement

But if she does not listen say, “I call upon the ILAOUCH who has begotten Himeros, the
lovely Horai and you Graces; I also call upon the Zeus-sprung Physis of all things, two-
formed, indivisible, straight, foam-beautiful Aphrodite.

Reveal to me your lovely light and your lovely face, O mistress ILAOUCH. I conjure
you, giver of fire, by ELGINAL, and by the great names OBRIETYCH
KERDYNOUCHILEPSIN NIOU NAUNIN IOUTHOU THRIGX TATIOUTH
GERTIATH GERGERIS GERGERIE THEITHL

I also ask you by the all wonderful names, OISIA EI EI AO EY AAO IOIAIAIO
SOTHOU BERBROI AKTEROBORE GERIE IEOYA; bring me light and your lovely

face and the true saucer divination, you shining with fire, bearing fire all around, stirring
the land from afar, 10 10 PHTHAIE THOUTHOI PHAEPHLI. «

. Do 1t.”

b.




Saucer Divination: Preparation l

Preparation: having kept yourself pure, as you
learned, take a bronze drinking cup, and write with
myrrh ink the previously inscribed stele which calls
upon Aphrodite, and use the untouched olive oil and
clean river water.

Put the drinking cup on your knees and speak over it
the stele mentioned above, and the goddess will
appear to you and will reveal concerning what things
you wish.

b.



Aphrodite’s Name Love Spell

Aphrodite’s name which becomes known to no one
quickly is NEPHERIERI—this is the name.

If you wish to win a woman who 1s beautiful, be pure for
3 days, make an offering of frankincense, and call upon
this name over it.

You approach the woman and say it seven times 1n your
soul as you gaze at her, and 1n this way 1t will succeed.

But do this for 7 days.

— PGM 1V.1265-74 (Great Paris Papyrus) IV CE

b.



Aphrodite’s Name Talisman

Nepherlerl 1s Egyptian Nfr-iry.t @@@ Wthh mlght be
translated “she of the beautiful eye.”

Nefer 5 means beautitul, perfect, good, but also young person

The sign I represents the heart and throat, and symbolizes
heartfelt speech.

ir(y) <—~ means to make, create, do, etc.

The sign <o represents the eye, and symbolizes 51ght and the
power of the eye to charm '

* Note that iry-nfr.t < ——= means “to have
intercourse with a virgin.” PAO n R
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Astrapsoukhos’ Spell
for the Favor of Hermes

o gL eAe e ARp ey T ; L e e cor masess spyoporocty 1IbKG * Sk bl
: J:wj k}futfl,lﬂf,h..,,nﬁrg%}{ F]rrr"}"—‘,.';ﬂ‘,-r,uri-“r Y pre sl sario bt 9""'3"r"}'rf-r“:;1‘:“i'>€r&m :?: rnmr%;)ﬁmi b::g:::rx &
faca EEf A iy o ACTT A e B3 ERALKLS B 450550 | GhELD oy PAEMSerd lgle g e Ao ke
AR M o A ] FLLLEpRepplg, fm::’:—n S A ntre (7 b e | R e flide Ky

§o £ i pperans Fltolyn e £ Ff O KM 20 e e ol QT It IS J
D SO EY LT P Ty 03] AT Trpp e a FE RS 1
Rt A el L UL ST
R e s e e AsrfpleT g AT |
JETE k-j;-"r\f'f‘r-'-':'L;‘ Spundl eyoyay "I"J_mn'g; ol
".j.}—_,L(;‘pf.?r}{' +4 cr.;u-fE,J:r t-—’-r"rf]‘(.?“f A ?ﬂ S
e Er e BIAE XYoo AT T W
wOP FHEMERI o e Fa Syt e K O A EXE] Gk
[ BT ooy )—ﬂy.‘:‘—“—f.E‘a'f’ﬁ”ﬂ"l'li':l}nwf‘g}/" 1
o7 OEBERAINT Ol ke8] FT)J"itﬂ"IF;:rw"f?_‘_ﬂ?"‘lﬂﬂ"l e
ree] (0] A8 T b Brptase) wry) FpAf pros i jae |
: r;’ I;‘J'LJ "H‘-Tﬂ*';lrdprm?'r‘ ¥ Hp.:-rtg-imﬁmﬂry,rﬂi
O T d kel e ooy R E e R i
V§ i A DA Sy ety o) oy - f
Luspiptad FERARTEL ol o] p Ao TTi e M E et L
o T RT3 O B vyt ) 0] ATl
crpefaral e 4 E*J—]’gbphjn)‘-"rahmﬁlul seiH
R PR M Aty ptemaf STt p R AT B A 4 §
e : KR i
_‘f-f-,ag—rf}r#-if-r o gn-m»{—- R RS R el T Y ?""‘f.'l-
Ey sl Ly e S e '“ﬁf"”‘fﬂ'r""'ﬁﬂ‘?mfﬁ
Jah i st ot Spametd S AErTIC S A Eepe £ AR
e N e T e e e R O T e T R o
 periti@ndzude] oY rJ%Wof%'FTﬂP_ vfﬂf‘f’*’iﬂaﬂ__:z.;q
Ao reoArpal o] 4 i i:ﬁ*r;;fj;rpxz "”«'“?;ﬁ’-L"?Zi;J i
=5 B r Arichpe BT S F TV E e 2y e ] T ]
iiis(;ﬁﬂi ST -j_fP'—.rf-’ Eviorc)ire Fepv B S8y
r.),}_.,],}‘_.r-.)g)uupkdﬁWfkjﬂﬁr.tﬂmmwu i
Iy e e L e s Ehed et o
rpraREge of HA e pdjord pTra S N A dparsd
T sy Eb ey i g A e g at i A 2o 5

¥ i eocrR H T o OFd wd gy L el B Padt by e e Ty e TRl W""’jf: ¥ ] ¥
e T A L wuq-!zp' ﬂ%" = BRI% b by o el oA A ot K] LA

- 18 rikean) - 157 oy of iy pRre b A1

| t

D020, fabi) g ! BV TITAD R e HE A el
P M‘,ftf:__h ‘Jﬁ:“fj:: ﬁ:‘ifh"}-“my‘rﬁru_:; h’ré%
Pl O] ey g ol | oy i R AT I T g B %
D A e e RTi T e E B &
Y LA, perp b EreE TP AL M TG
1 e i oo | o midsreinie 03 ru;mw‘*""»k :
[ = § [ SR i ) P mﬁf)«tﬂ_rrT e I I S

: - i
I .

¥

| 1 ‘ e

}P! "’"""’"‘l) Jtarprpery|Fr e st i pye P’mrﬁrﬂ/
T e T ‘*’%‘J :
SEAF prpges r MM 0l CET AN St
Ertad vl e o] Br 2 Foety 11 i e a1
b !_j.:’rd')r'-‘v"h}'?l'l'i Fearted -’PL_‘:LJ
HaH e o 7
e R g TR L) R P TR e N Fﬁn}aM'F‘-
P U Fay ar it rbrey EPAMY T L [ et i d bk
Y A B ) i O] T 0 el At ) e Tl (p AR,
3O epne e fTHa K b el €] ore s cv g aand
i pzattnior pyre) 3 et ot} C AR AAG
L NP P !wmaim—‘&cﬁzz'ﬁ:‘_' ;
A pry] 2007 2 A Erters spero pond sfofTR HE THE
TEFOEET | TPt A TS P e Y T e e
= Sl M e e AR TR e e sy
T+ L,.»Tu',';z.)arl'—r ot i HETrv o i o rebeb f 00 £
At r.-.I-\ o BT 4 et b S H el ks T

T OB ETHY0 MY Bt gl [f M0 T 2ot 1 A H

ST B o pvliond ca ) 2P e b0 g fH e e PR e
M e ¢ p}kﬁ r"ﬁ’ﬁ’%"i*—"f"‘h’ tﬂ,'u WJ!}M i
Jel At e peof Lu AP SE 1) S gapen o 37 e BT 2
5 L.-‘S'JTu;-wj T Py ‘_“l},‘?ﬂﬂ '.fmrfyoﬂlvw
-_{11;21'1"?;"[ el rjy,l- ﬂraj-M‘;:‘;ﬂ,JH.—’jNﬁqj
M ba s o v ey T pmtd pea iy | Jee e B el
_:f"? et L o by L+ 05 orrwm—»-uiﬁ Jeerf
7 ot foasfislont e P Yo Lo E_—_,('-.; o
Pt i b oy ff_‘ﬁ&;, ;Wﬁﬂjrﬁ
et iy »5::_5;_[1#{; . %j’.,jf i A
£ JAEG P en et e T ) I diates
-‘}1 DMt e Tr orrMiags ottt TO T AL Jobs

w,lv;w-tﬂuw 0t 81 ﬁgaw-*d‘
s -0 TP 1 e b b
ree PRIy Pe e rﬁpﬁ»}g ';l’“’“’f“;

¥ P EH e e A H L e B0
oy
S
EXihy, o £ apd A A G i s gt

< PABr gIvms-. LN Erh st

8 i -':-.]:?| 11 ] _ ‘

| AET e M

o BT A a2 P 5 ]
EOTTE e P S e e E T TETET
TE | 0= 1 Ao S Er P AL N
Tret o He FTift e T et
S Tilpeyalre of ) Fodupdg jbrecd b 12 AT T e
E rn,.:-,-l—,;,,,q;,kc—j E 0570 et S) Arrder i 37
FarTE] ¢ Er et e A kTR e e At
PO AT BT e A AR e T T
hrea! cABimtad pmmuta M) vy Y B s ea

rrlrHe Ry D f ) 2 A Tttt e
i MO P H R KA Ae A0 ik S TR s

A 1P it 2 by ] SN ST rod g
J_‘:JL. =Y LT ;e.f:fwﬂ Jrfsepef /T HETIL ""'iﬁ:&,
m&-,ap&uﬂ!w"'ﬁrrnumr“‘*‘"?'{"."-?'f..’-* .‘Hf- ;
BT A Tn) AL darpron 0181 g BALIBA L
1 JE jy,!mjl;\'_rjﬁwwm?}“’ﬁﬂ Hit J}‘H}F’
_7)-{’("?’119‘] ORI )k EET) O
L e A B f

!?@J’J‘T(}'”H ?""

' i . e ¢ el
i o R A B A

_HQHf-:ti_rﬂn-i‘r':‘ it ()

) ock wzmﬂqwﬂ;ﬂwﬁfm:
M?TH,TM_;—]-"WT&E"JF e R

g cTiLfeY

PGM VIII (London Papyrus 122) IV/V CE

e SRR s



Ritual Part 1: Celeétial Invocation

Come to me, Lord Hermes,
just as fetuses come into women’s wombs.
Come to me, Lord Hermes,
gathering the sustenance of gods and people.
Come to me, Lord Hermes,
to [a certain one], and give me:
sustenance and grace, fair face, good living, charm, -
victory, and strength of every man and woman.
Hear thy names in Heaven:
Aaupev Ovwot - OvacHey Ovwbt - Ooapevaod - 'EvBopovy
Lamphen Ouo6thi : Ouasthen Oudthi : Oamenodth : Enthomoukh

for these names are in the quarters of the sky.

b.



Ritual part 2: earthly invocation

Yes, I know thee, and I know what are thy shapes:
in the East thou hast the figure of an Ibis;
in the West thou hast the figure of a Dog-baboon;
in the North thou hast the figure of a Snake;
in the South thou hast the figure of a Wollf;
and I know thy plant: “the Grape that 1s an Olive™;

and I know thy wood, for it 1s Ebony.
Yes, I know thee, Hermes, who thou art and also
where you’re from, which town: Hermopolis.

b.



Ritual part 3: barbarian names

Come to me, Lord Hermes,
Many-named One, knowing secrets under Earth and Sky. |
Come to me, Lord Hermes, to [a certain one].
Kindly help me, benefactor of our world.
Hear me! '
Make me pleasing to all forms throughout the world;
open for me hands of all who may grant gifts;
make them give me what they’re holding in their hands.
Yes, I know thee and thy Names Barbarian:
Gapvabap - BapaynA - XOa.
Pharnathar : Barakhél : Khtha.
@ For these are thy Names Barbarian!

b.




Ritual part 4: magiéal aid to Isis

And whenever Isis, Greatest of the Gods,
hath invoked thee, Yea! in every crisis,

and 1n every place, ’gainst people, gods and
daimons,

and what lives beneath the sea and on the land,
She hath held thy favor and had victory

over gods and men with every creature in the
world.

Therefore also I, [a certain one], invoke thee!

For this reason, give me beauty, form, and
grace.

b.

Hear me, Hermes, helper, who invented spells;
be thou easy to converse with and attend;

doing all things like thine Ethiopian

- dog-baboon, the Lord of all those underground.

Tame them all and give me strength, fair form,
[add the rest].

Let them give me silver, gold, and endless
sustenance.

Save me always and through all eternity—
from spells, deceits, all slander, knavish tongues;

from possession, hate from mortals and from
gods.

&

Let them give me favor, business, wealth,
success.



l 1

Ritual Part 5: Identiﬁcation

Inasmuch as thou art I, and I am thou,
and because thy name 1s mine, and mine is thine,

and because I am the effigy of thee.

If perhaps some thing might come to pass for me,
any time this year or month or day or hour,

it will happen to the Great God Ayyenev Eotpo@
(Achchemen Estroph);

to the one carved on the holy vessel’s prow.

b.



Ritual Part 6: True Name

On the Sacred Stélé thy True Name is carved,
in the shrine 1n thy birthplace, Hermopolis.

Thy True Name: Ocepyaproy : Nopagpr (Osergariach Nomaphi):
for this 1s thy name of fifteen characters,
and the number of the days the Moon doth rise;
and thy second name doth have the number seven,
corresponding to the Rulers of the World.
and doth have the count of the year’s days: 365.

Truly: ABpacdé (Abrasax).

b.



Ritual Part 7: Identiﬁcation

I ! ‘

Yes, I know thee, Hermes, and thou knowest me;
thou art I, and I am thou. ' '

Therefore, do thou everything for me I ask;

with Good Fortune and Good Daimon turn to me.

Now! Now! Quickly! Quickly!

"Hom, non, toyv, tay.

Edé! Edé! Taka! Taku!

b.



Icon: Construction & Name

Make from olive wood a small statue of a dog- .'..
faced baboon with Hermes’ winged hat on its e
head. There should be a box 1n 1ts back with a
l1id to close it. Write on papyrus with myrrh ink
the following name of Hermes:

OOOPON ®OIONH OQYE
(Phthoron Phthioné Thouth)

h.



Icon: Additional Gi‘eat Names

You may add the following Great Names:

[AQ XABAQO AAQNAIE
(Iad Sabaoth Adonaie)
ABAANAGANAABA

(Ablanathanalba)
AKPAMMAXAMAPEI
(Akrammachamarer)
TEE’

(365)




I ! ‘

* JAQ XABAQO® AAQNAIE: Tetragrammaton, Lord
of Hosts | |

* ABAANAGANAABA: palindrome so beneficial
effects cannot be reversed; protection

Analysis: Divine Names

- often used 1n wing-formation

* AKPAMMAXAMAPEI: authority

* These are all names of a high god

b.



l ! ‘

Give Thou: business, favor, elegance, prosperity,

Icon: Petition & Animation

to [a certain one] and to his/her work.
Now! Now! Quickly! Qulckly'

"Hom, fjon, tay0, Tay.

Edé! Edé! Taka! Taku!

While you do so, pray for what you want. Put the
papyrus in the statue and put on the lid. Burn incense
before 1t and recite the preceding ritual. Replace “[a
certain one|” by the beneficiary’s name, usually in the
form “[name], son/daughter of [mother’s name].” |

b.




Divine Assistance from
Three Homeric Verses

M¢ EIMOV TAPPOL0 OMAUGE HOVVYOS ITTOVS
he spoke and drove the one-hoof horses through the trench [I1. 10.564]

Gvopac T’ AGTalPOVTaS £V APYUAENOCL POVIIGLY
and men in painful carnage gasped convulsively [Il. 10.521]

gVTOL 0 1OP® TOAAOV dmeviCovTo Oalacon
but in the sea they washed much sweat from off themselves [Il. 10.572]

Among its uses: If a runaway carries it on an iron lamella, they will not be
caught. A contestant will be victorious. It keeps away daimons and wild
animals, and will make you fearsome and invulnerable in combat.

“When you ask you will receive; you will enjoy favor; your life will
change; and you will be loved by any man or woman you have contact
with. You will have honor, happiness; you will receive inheritances, have
good fortune, be unaffected by potions and poison; you will break spells
and conquer your enemies.’

— PGM 1V.2145-50 (The Great Paris Papyrus) IV CE




Three Homeric Verses:
Consecration

Go, I say, into a clean room. Set up a table, on which you are to place a clean
linen cloth and flowers of the season. Then sacrifice a white cock, placing beside
it 7 cakes, 7 wafers, 7 lamps; pour a libation of milk, honey, wine, and olive oil.

Here 1s the formula to be spoken when you consecrate the plaque: “Come to me!
You who are master above the earth and below the earth, who look to the west
and the east and gaze upon the south and the north, O master of all, Aion of
Aions! You are the ruler of the universe, Ra, Pan, (H)ARPENCHNOUBI
BRINTATENOPHRI BRISKYLMA AROUZAR BAMESEN KRIPHI
NIPTOUMI CHMOUMAOPHI IA IOY IYO AIl OYO AEEIOYO BAUBO
BAUBO PHORBA PHORBA OREOBAZAGRA OYOIEEA ER.” Speak too the
formula that invokes Necessity: “MASKELLI MASKELLO '
PHNOUKENTABAO OREOBAZAGRA RHEXICHTHON HIPPOCHTHON
PYRIPEGANYX, IARCHTHA ECHTHABA CHOIX IABOUCH IABOCH,”
and the one that invokes all supernatural powers.

b.




Analysis: MASKELLI Formula l

* MASKELLI MASKELLO: often assoc:1ated W1th
Hekate and Ereshkigal

* PHNOUKENTABAO: “lord of the depth”

* OREOBAZAGRA: “mountain-shaker,” epithet of
Hekate

* RHEXICHTHON: “earth-breaker,” epithet of Hades
* HIPPOCHTHON: “underworld horse”

* PYRIPEGANYX: “lord of fire’s fount, night-born
source of fire”

b.




Three Homeric Verses:
Typical Uses

For popularity spells and love spells: Write “MYRI MYRI
NES MACHESNON” (uvpt popt veg poyecovmv) on a gold
tablet, after putting 1t under / the 1ron one for 3 days. When you
remove 1t, carry it, keeping yourself clean all the while,

For fetching spells. Burn roses and sumac as an offering; take
myrtle leaves and write on them in ink: “STHENEPIO
ARRORIPHRASIS YYYY IIII (cOevemm appmpiopacic v
uw) fetch her, NN, for him, NN.” Recite the formula and put the
magical substance under the lamella. *

You are to add some single-stemmed wormwood to the myrrh
ink. Let the lamella be worn on a cord; get it from the places
where the woolworkers have their shops.

b.



Amulet Against Sorcery and
Demons

[magic charaktéres (above red lines)]

Release NN from all sorcery and from all
passive suffering and all active influence
and demonic apparition of the night and

day. Now, now; quickly, quickly;

immediately, immediately, immediately!

Inscribe a silver lamella and fold it over.

— Found in Aleppo (Kotansky 46) II/III CE

b.
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Charm for Gaining Favor

A great charm for gaining the favor of people 1 your presence
and of crowds (but it also works on those affected by daimons):
Ofter a sacrifice, mscribe the following charaktéres on a silver
tablet, and put frankincense over them Wear 1t as an amulet. It
will freely render service:

[pgGotosssmTal ToF Ll TX K BZH

The reverse of the papyrus has this
well-known, powerful word, which can
be added to the amulet:

£PNKIGIPONOPUPYAPOMPOIGIKNPE

— PGM XXXVIL.275-83. (P. Olso I, 1) IV CE

. | | ‘ |
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To be recited when sober, touching the relevant part
of the body with three fingers: thumb, middle finger,
and ring finger; the other two are stretched out. Say:

Healing Spell

“Go away, no matter whether you originated today or
earlier: this disease, this illness, this pain, this
swelling, this redness, this goiter, these tonsils, this
abscess, this tumor, these glands, and the little glands
I call forth, I lead forth, I speak forth, through this
spell, from these limbs and bones.”

— Marcellus Empiricus(?) De Medicamentis 5. 11 (113.25 Niedermann)

L.



Spell for Divine Revelation

Invoke the great name 1n a time of great stress, in major and pressing crises. If
not, you will blame yourself. First say three times the “lad,” then the great
name of god:

“I call upon you, PHTHA RA PHTHA IE PHTHA OUN EMECHA
EROCHTH BAROCH THORCHTHA THOM CHAIEOUCH
ARCHANDABAR OEAEO YNEOCH ERA ON ELOPH BOM PHTHA
ATHABRASIA ABRIASOTH BARBARBELOCHA BARBAIAOCH; let
there be depth, breadth, length, brightness, ABLANATHANALBA
ABRASIAOUA AKRAMMACHAMAREI THOTH HOR ATHOOPO Come
in, lord, and reveal.”

The serpent-faced god will come 1n and answer you. When you dismiss him,
make an offering of the skin of a serpent.

— PGM XI1.153-60 (P. Lugd. Bat. J 384(V), Leiden) IV CE

b.



Stele of Aphrodite '

To gain friendship, favor, success, and friends. Take a
strip of tin and engrave on it with a bronze stylus. And

be sure you are pure while carrying it.
—PGM VII. 215-18. (P. Lond. 121) III/IV CE

' :POP:
PY

Abb. 1: P VII 215 -217.

(This uses two common magic words, DAMNAMENEUS [bauvapevevc]
and AKRAMMACHAMAREI [axpappoyopopet])




Healing Spell to S6 Abrasax

Write this on new papyrus and wear 1it:

SO SO Abrasax Abrasax. | am ABRASAX ABRASI CHO OU (Zo X®
ABpacaf ABpacds, eym el APpacaé afpact yo ov), help NN. Get
hold of and do away with what comes to NN, whether it 1s a
shivering fit—get hold of it! Whether a phantom—get hold of it!
Whether a daimon—get hold of it!

S6 S6 Abrasax Abrasax. I am ABRASAX ABRASI CHO OU. Get

hold of, get hold of, and do away with what comes to NN on this very
day, whether 1t 1s a shivering fit—do away with i1t! Whether a daimon .
—do away with 1t!

(S6 1s the Egyptian god Shu.) |
— PGM LXXXIX.1-27 (Suppl. Mag. 13) IV CE

b.



Hermes Wondrous Victory Charm I

Hermes Wondrous Victory Charm, which you are to keep
in your sandals: Take a tablet gold like the sun and
inscribe on 1t with a bronze stylus and put 1t on whatever
you want and see what 1t does on a boat, on a horse, and
you will be amazed.

These are the characters:

..... h T
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Charm to Restrain Anger and for
Success

No charm is greater, and it 1s to be performed by means of words alone: Hold
your thumbs and repeat the spell 7 times:

“ERMALLOTH ARCHIMALLOTH stop the mouths that speak agalnst me,
because I glorify your sacred and honored names which are in heaven.”

To augment the words: Take papyrus and write thus:

“I am CHPHYRIS. I must be successful. MICHAEL RAPHAEL ROUBEL
NARIEL KATTIEL ROUMBOUTHIEL AZARIEL IOEL IOUEL EZRIEL
SOURIEL NARIEL METMOURIEL AZAEL AZIEL SAOUMIEL
ROUBOUTHIEL RABIEEL RABIEEL RABCHLOU ENAEZRAEL, angels,
protect me from every bad situation that comes upon me.”

— PGM XXXVI.161-77 (P. Oslo I, 1) IV CE.

b.



Victory Charm of Helios

“Helios, Helios, hear me, NN. Helios, lord, Great God, you who maintain all things
and who give life and who rule the world, toward whom all things go, from whom
they also came, untiring,

EIE ELEIE IEOA ROUBA ANAMAO MERMAO CHADAMATHA ARDAMATHA
PEPHRE ANAMALAZO PHECHEIDEU ENEDEREU SIMATOI MERMEREO
AMALAXIPHIA MERSIPHIA EREME THASTEU PAPIE PHEREDONAX ANAIE
GELEO AMARA MATOR MORMARESIO NEOUTHON ALAO AGELAO AMAR
AMATOR MORMASI SOUTHON ANAMAO GALAMARARMA.

Hear me lord Helios, and let the NN matter take place on time.”

Say this while you make an offering over oak charcoal, sacred incense, with which has
been mixed the brain of a wholly black ram and the wheat meal of a certain plant
[KoTavdykng dAgvpal.

— PGM VIL 528-39 (P. Lond. 121) II/IV CE

b.



Additional Backgréund

Tony Mierzwicki, Graeco-Egyptian Magick: Everyday
Empowerment, Immanion, 2006. |

* Brian Alt, Interlinear Magic: An Anthology of the Greek Magical
Papyri, forthcoming in 2026!

Stephen Skinner, Magical Techniques and Implements present in
Graeco-Egyptian Magical Papyri, Byzantine Greek Solomonic
Manuscripts and European Grimoires.: Transmission, Continuity
and Commonality (The Technology of Solomonic Magic), PhD
diss., University of Newcastle, 2013.

Stephen Flowers, Hermetic Magic: The Postmodern Magzcal
Papyrus of Abaris, Weiser, 19935.
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More Information?
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